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Is U.S. imperialism a threat to world?

PYQs linkage:

e Critically examine the decline of the United
States of America as a hegemon and its
implications for the changing international
political order. 15(2021)

e Discus the various constraints on American
hegemony today. Which of these are likely to
become more prominent in the
future?15(2023)

e Do you agree with the view that the USA uses
NATO as a traditional tool of strategy to
perpetuate its hegemony in the world?
15(2024)

e Trump's unilateral imposition of reciprocal
tariffs on scores of countries poses impending
threat to the future of the rule-based
multilateral global trading system under the
WTO. What options do the WTO members
have to salvage the organization? 15(2025)
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Theory application:
Neo realist theory:
Defensive Realist (Kenneth Waltz) Offensive Realist (John Mearsheimer)
e States must (do) seek power in e States seek hegemony
order to secure and survive e |t creates an assurance that no
e Excessive power is other state or combination of
counterproductive, because it states would even think about
provokes hostile alliances by going war against it.
other states e All major powers strive for that

ideal situation

Statement from the editorial: “At the end of the day, in an anarchic
international system, states have to look after their own security”.

Hegemonic stability theory: (propagated by Charles

Kindleberger and later expanded by Robert Gilpin):

There must be a hegemonic power, i.e. a single dominant power in the
international system to ensure international economic and political
stability. Only a hegemonic power can establish the international rules
that facilitate orderly exchanges amongst countries and should punish

transgressors with predictable penalties.

Concepts and keywords:

unilateral military intervention, Weapons of Mass destruction,
imperialism, decline in U.S Hegemony, crisis of neoliberalism,
structured rivalry, new cold war, tariff war, bipolar, multipolar global
order, Minilateralisms,

Important facts:

e The U.S. is a $30 trillion economy and China $20 trillion economy
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important quotes or statements:

“in an age where we have multilateralism failing, we need alternatives.
Minilateralisms and alternatives like the Global South have a
responsibility to come together, talk about the issues that much of the
humanity faces, and do something about it.”

“the failure of multilateralism is another reason why the Global south
must survive.” Happymon Jacob.

1) Brief analysis and key points from the news or editorial:

Reasons of the US’s Hegemony decline

e Decline of its power in international politics.

e Strategic threat from China, rise of China getting manifested in
its economic power, technological progress ad global political
influence.

Efforts of the U.S to maintain its hegemony

i. Engaged in aggressive military behaviour against regimes
that it has issues with.
ii. Violation of international order and international laws
iii. Imposing tariffs

Effects on international politics

i. Random and reckless use of power by U.S creating chaos in
international order

ii. Trade or tariffs war, reciprocal tariffs impacting global
south adversely.
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India’s dimension

Great power consensus (when U.S and China have
consensus) and great power competition, both are
problematic for India and global south. (Making strategic
choices more difficult in such circumstances)

Multipolar world is more useful, where more consensus
building and dialogues take place,

Where UN is not overruled by countries with more power.
(respect of international institutions or international law
prevail)

Multipolarity in necessary for following an independent
foreign policy and retaining strategic autonomy.

When we are aligning with the U.S and Israel, we are not in
a position to take advantage of the growing multipolarity in
the world. Thus, India needs to maintain its strategic
partnerships with U.S, Russia, France and even Israel.
(multialignment)

Way forward

Deepak Dalal Pol Sci

Having several multilateral arrangements in the
international system can offset and balance unipolarity and
hegemony, however, India must be careful about too much
engagements which may not necessarily lead to anything.
Minilateralisms and Global south should come together for
issues which global community faces and take some action
about it.

India must be able to work out a clear strategy to be part of
the mainstream Global South, whether it’s the debt crisis,
trade imbalances or climate change.
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